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Coal mining has been a long standing industry across much of West Virginia. Historically, at the
conclusion of surface mining activities, these properties often remained unused offering little value for
future use. Considered brownfields, these properties are now seen as possible avenues to the creation
of new, sustainable economic development opportunities, especially in the area of alternative energy
generation, industrial manufacturing and community-based use.

The WV Department of Energy’s (WVDE) Office of Coalfield Development has been assigned the task of
assisting counties in collection and evaluation of critical data sets and performance of site specific
feasibility studies to ensure the highest potential of economic development opportunities are identified.
There is also a need for development of county master land use plans in coal producing areas.

The objective of this program is to augment WVDE personnel resources to effectively determine, collect
and evaluate appropriate data sets, and conduct applicable feasibility studies to determine most
appropriate future site usage. This effort will solicit the input of numerous specialists with expertise in
areas that include brownfields redevelopment, mine land reclamation, environmental and geotechnical
systems, business development, real estate development, and geographic information system
applications.
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